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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON RECENT ELECTORAL 
BOARD DECISION 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY TERRI SHAW TITLED "VICTORS LOSE 
SENATE SEATS: RULING WEAKENS DOMINICAN VOTE WIN," APPEARED 
IN THE JULY 11, L978 ISSUE OF THE WASHIGTON POST PAGE A9: 

QUOTE. 

THE VICTORY OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC'S OPPOSITION 
PARTY IN THE MAY PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION HAS BEEN 
WEAKENED BY AN ELECTORAL BOARD DECISION GIVING THE 
CURRENT RULING PARTY CONTROL OF THE SENATE. 

WHILE CONFIRMING THE ELECTION OF ANTIONIO GUZMAN FERNANDEZ 
AS PRESIDENT OVER INCUMBENT JOAQUIN BALAGUER, THE ELECTORAL 
BOARD RULED SATURDAY THAT FOUR CONTESTED SEATS IN THE 
COUNTRY'S POWERFUL SENATE WOULD GO TO BALAGUER'S 
REFORMIST PARTY. THE RULING GAVE THE REFORMISTS A 
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16-11 MAJORITY IN THE SENATE, WHICH THEY COULD USE TO 
BLOCK GUZMAN'S LEGISLATION OR POSSIBLY BRING DOWN 
HIS GOVERNMENT. 

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY SAID IT WILL CONTEST THE BOARD’S 
DECISION ON THE SENATE SEATS IN THE COURTS BEFORE 
GUZMAN TAKES OFFICE AUGUST 16. AFTER GUZMAN AND HIS 
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RUNNING MATE JACOBO MAJLUTA TAKE OFFICE, A PARTY 
SPOKESMAN SAID, THEIR GOVERNMENT MAY TRY TO REVERSE 
THE BOARD'S DECISION. 

CONTROL OF THE SENATE IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC BECAUSE THE SENATE APPOINTS ALL JUDGES, 
INCLUDING THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT 
WHO WOULD ASSUME THE PRESIDENCY IF THE PRESIDENT AND 
VICE PRESIDENT DIED OR WERE DEPOSED. 

"AT BEST THIS IS A DESIGN FOR INSTABILITY FOR A COUNTRY 
ALREADY FACING SEVERE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, AND AT WORST 
IT CAN SET THE STAGE FOR ANY KIND OF LATER MOVE AGAINST 
THE GOVERNMENT,” SAID BEN STEPHANSKY, FORMER U.S. DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE. STEPHANSKY HAS LED AN UN- 
OFFICIAL WASHINGTON WATCH OVER THE DOMINICAN SITUATION 
SINCE THE MILITARY INTERVENENED BRIEFLY IN THE VOTE 
COUNT AFTER THE MAY 16 ELECTION. 

THE ELECTION BECAME SOMETHING OF A TEST FOR PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY WHEN HE EXPRESSED 
"SERIOUS CONCERN” ABOUT THE VOTE-COUNTING PROCESS. 
BALAGUER HAD PROMISED CARTER THAT THE ELECTION WOULD 
BE A MODEL FOR OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 

A SOURCE IN WASHINGTON WHO FOLLOWS DOMINICAN POLITICS, 
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SAID THE BOARD S DECISION- WHICH FOLLOWED THE DISMISSAL 
OF ITS CHAIRMAN, MANUEL CASTILLO, AND SEVEN WEEKS OF 
DELIBERATION- WAS "MANIPULATED BY BALAGUER." 

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY MADE PLANS YESTERDAY TO CALL 
ON ALL DOMINICANS TO STAY HOME TODAY. THE PLANS WERE 
CANCELLED, A PARTY SPOKESMAN SAID, WHEN IT WAS LEARNED 
THAT GOVERNMENT-BACKED RIGHTIST GANGS KNOWN AS LAS 
BANDAS WOULD USE THE OCCASION TO CONDUCT A CAMPAIGN 
OF "TERRORISM AND LOOTING IN SANTO DOMINGO, THE CAPITAL. 

STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS SAID THEY HAD NO INDICATION 
THAT THE ELECTORAL BOARD'S DECISION WAS DISHONEST 
AND ADDED THAT THEY HOPED POWER WOULD BE TRANSFERRED 
TO GUZMAN PEACEFULLY AS SCHEDULED. 

END QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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